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Information services

Formore in fo rm a tio n  aboutthedatainthis publication orgeneralinquiries about statistics 
compiled by CSO, contact:

CSO Inquiry Service, Room 65c/3. Great George Street. London. SW1P 3AQ; tel 0171 
270 6363/6364 or fax 0171-270 6019.

or CSO Library. Room 1.008, Government Buildings, Cardiff Road, Newport, Gwent. 
NP9 1XG; tel 01633 812973 or fax 01633 812599.

To find out more about or to purchase any of CSO’s statistical publications, contact the 
HMSO Publications Centre, P.O. Box 276, London, SW8 5DT; tel 0171-873 9090, fax
0171-873 8200.

To obtain the data in this publication via electronic format or to find out more about how 
CSO can meet your other information requirements, contact the CSO Sales Desk (tel 
0171-270 6081, fax 0171 -270 4986). To find out about how to obtain the most up to date 
information via first release or fax contact the London Inquiry Service (0171-270 6363/ 
6364). To subscribe to Business Monitors contact the Newport Library (01633 812973).

Central Statistical Office

The Central Statistical Office is the government agency responsible for preparing the 
United Kingdom's national accounts, for the collection of data from businesses, and for the 
compilation of a wide range of official statistics - including the retail prices index and the
overseas trade figures.

CSO began life in 1941 on the orders of Winston Churchill who wanted better statistics to 
manage the war-time economy. It remained part of the Cabinet Office until mid-1989, when 
it became a separate government department responsible to the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. In November 1991 it became a Government Executive Agency.

0  Government Statistical Service

A service of statistical information and advice is provided to Government by specialist 
staffs employed in the statistics division of individual Departments. Statistics are made 
generally available through their publications and further information and advice on them 
can be obtained from the Department concerned. Contact the CSO Inquiry Service for
further details.

The Monthly Digest of Statistics provides basic information on 20 subjects including 
population, employment and prices, social services, production and output, energy, 
engineering, construction, transport, catering and national and overseas finance. It 
contains mostly runs of monthly and quarterly estimates for at least two years and annual 
figures for several more.

The Monthly Digest Annual Stvpp/emenf published in the January 1995 edition (no 589) 
gives definitions and explanatory notes for each section. An index of sources is included.
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